2o8                  FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
question ^hey asked us was whether if we came they would
be required to give up drink and gambling. This infor-
mation they had undoubtedly received from the police,
who did not view our coming with favour, as the Doms
had shared with them the proceeds of their thefts and
robberies in order to secure immunity from punishment.
They assured us that it was hopeless for us to expect
them ever to give up drink or gambling. It was impossible.
Still, The Salvation Army could not be any worse than the
police, and they might possibly be a little better, so that
we could come if we liked.
They appeared very unpromising material, but we
determined to make the attempt. They were such in-
veterate gamblers, that when a Dom died they would
put a few pice into the hand of the dead man with which
to commence gambling in the world to come. Their idea
of Paradise was a land where they could gamble to then-
hearts' content, with no police to check them.
Government placed at our disposal some extensive
Police Lines, and to this soon afterwards was added a
large vacant Jail. These were in every way convenient,
and were a great improvement on the old Dom Khanas.
Brigadiers Bahadur and Ratna Bai (Hunter) were appointed
to take charge of the Settlement, and threw themselves
heart and soul into the task.
A change was soon visible in the lives and appearance
of the people. At first the suggestion that they should
wash their clothes was met with the indignant declaration,
" We are not Dhobis (Washerman caste) 1"
" Why not get your wives to do it ? " was suggested, to
which the reply was made, " It would spoil the taste of
our food!"
But by degrees they fell into line in this as in other
ways, and in place of their dishevelled, dirty appearance
and ragged clothing, they gradually became neat and dean.
Among other privileges, the Brigadiers were allowed to
visit the many Doms who were serving sentences in the
Gorakhpur'Jail, and to hold meetings ajmong themu On
one of these occasions five of the prisoners requested
Brigadier Ratna Bai (Mrs. Hunter) to take a message to
their wives who were in the Settlement. " Tell our Mem